
Maranatha and Salvation  - A Celebration and Anticipation 
 
Today is a day of celebration. 
       Even if your life has had:  
 Pain  Sin  Sickness   Unknown   Labor 
     Prosperity –today’s definition (dangerous because it is hard to feel the need for God) 
We do not let circumstances dictate how we worship,   

but instead we let worship dictate how we live in our circumstances. 
  

 
Celebration –today we celebrate the Cross 
 
In our statement of faith: 
    The Work of Christ  

We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative and substitute,  
shed His blood on the cross as the perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins.  
His atoning death and victorious resurrection constitute the only ground for salvation. 
 

What we could never do Jesus did for us.  Today we celebrate our great salvation. 
 In salvation there is celebration expressed in: 
 Love  - Love God          I John 4:19 we love because He first loved us shown in the terrible  

wonder of the cross.  
Love others       

 Obedience    and     Worship 
  
But in the celebration of salvation of what has happened in the past,  

there is also an anticipation of the salvation that is yet to come. 
 
We see this in our observance and participation of Communion. 
 I Cor 11:26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup,  

you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes 
 
Let’s look at a verse that has this anticipation. 
 
I Cor 16:22  If anyone does not love the Lord,  

The cross must move you to the love of God. 
“Do you love God?  The Christian life is one of obedience, but we must offer this 
obedience with a grateful and loving heart not a grudging one… your study of  
(God’s Word) must move you to love God and others more”   Discover God Study Bible 

I Cor. 13:2     If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all 
knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 
 
I Cor 16:22  let that person be cursed!  
A warning 
With all the problems in the church at Corinth, Paul rightfully adds a severe warning. 
 If you do not love and obey God you are under His wrath and will become  

the accursed of God and will receive His just condemnation. 
 Here is a strong word used only a few times in Scripture: Anathama  
        To be delivered over to and under the wrath of God, to be cut off 
        To be cursed and render the sinner to their eventual fate of the unrepentant unloving heart.  
 



This word is also used in Galatians 1:8   
But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we  

preached to you, let them be under God's curse!  
Paul at this time was confronted by people who rejected the Gospel, the way of salvation, 
because they thought that Gentiles had to convert to Judaism in order to accept Jesus by 
observing circumcision, Jewish feast days, and the dietary provisions of the Law.  

Salvation is by grace alone in Christ alone . 
 
The warning is, that if you do not trust in God’s only way of salvation and have this love  

in your heart – you will come under God’s wrath. 
 
Warning- be faithful to God  

In view of His great salvation: the cross 
And also in view of His imminent return  

We see this in the two words back to back reading them in the Greek – “Anathama, Maranatha”  
 
I Cor 16:22   Come, Lord. 
      As we look at the distinctions of our church we look today at our name and what it means 
MEFC   The average person on the street may only understand one word in our name – church. 
     

Maranatha is an Aramaic word that was spoken during the times of Jesus in the 
Palestinian region (which was a bilingual and for the Hebrew people trilingual). 
This word written in Greek is a compound of two Aramaic words  

                      used in the early church best translated “Our Lord Come”  or “Come, O Lord” 
 

What does this word “Maranatha” express?  
First-  
In our celebration of the Cross we also have an anticipation of the final salvation yet to come. 

The Bible speaks of a Salvation that is both already, and not yet. 
 
With the study of the Cross (soteriology), the focus is on the great salvation for sinners.   

The salvation that has come. 
 

The study of the end times (eschatology) is focused on the great salvation, the final completion 
and triumph of God.                                                              The salvation yet to come. 
 
Thus Maranatha is expressing in expectant language the hope of the return of Christ. 
 
This is seen in a similar Greek expression found in Rev 22:20 a similar prayer for the Lord’s 
return,     He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
In this word there is a hopeful prayer that He would return soon 
Have we lost this expectancy? 
That the Lord is coming in His glory. This is not just a creedal statement of our faith,  

it is a reality that we must live having one eye in the present,  
and the other eye anticipating and longing for the life and the age to come. 
This is our hope. 

When He returns, the battle will be won, the judgement will stand, freedom will come, vindication 
  Pain Sin Sickness   Future Unknown   Labor     Prosperity 
It is fitting that I am the pastor of a church called Maranatha      I want to come home. 
Rich Mullins song, If I weep let it be as a man who is longing for his home 



 

 

We are to have a genuine longing for the coming of the Lord and have the hope of heaven  
stamped on our eyes 
This is not to be hard scary words but we are to encourage each other                  I Thess. 4:18 
We should always be celebrating the Cross by a love for him,  

and anticipation the salvation yet to come. 
 
Second  
Live worthy and faithful. No surprise that often the Lord’s return is set in the context of warning. 
Response and Eternal Destiny  

We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the gospel by turning 
to Him in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. We believe that God will raise 
the dead bodily and judge the world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and 
eternal conscious punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and joy with the 
Lord in the new heaven and the new earth, to the praise of His glorious grace. Amen 

 
We are to be faithful having a steadfast endurance focused on the glorious Kingdom of God. 
 
The Lord will execute judgement on all those who reject Him; the Lord will come and gather the 
Faithful ones. 
 
In the Doctrine of the Twelve Apostles (the oldest creedal prayers we have) they use this word is 
used in conjunction with the Lord’s Supper.  
Maranatha was a part of the prayer at the end of the meal used by early Christians in the 1-2nd 
century. 
 
 
 
Today we gather at the Table to celebrate and anticipate our great salvation. 
 
 
Titus 2:11-14 


